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Letter to Editor

Dear Editor, the military doctor is usually an important group of
physician who take part in medical care during war or conflict [1].
The role of military doctor is sometimes conflict since it has to balance
between care for alland mission of the military. Nevertheless, the military
doctor has been existed for a long time and it usually accompanied with
other military health care personnel especially for military nurse. In the
present day, due to the worldwide terrorism, the role of military health
care team in terrorism should be discussed. When a terrorist attack
occurs, military and law enforcement response is needed. There must
be measures to identify, acquire and plan use of all resources needed to
anticipate, prevent as well as resolve a threat or act of terror. The military
doctor has to primarily manage the case and have to plan for give health
care suggestion and prevention to both military and local people. The
health care team has to courage, not the absence of fear, but being
able to do what is right in the presence of terrorism. To give some
idea of the role and examples, we would like to present case studies
from Southern Thailand, where the conflict is still existed and the role
of military doctor can be well demonstrated. In that area, the high
prevalence of terrorism related blast injuries can be seen [2-4]. Most
of the patients are soldiers in the conflict area [2-4]. The management
of those injured cases has to be done by collaboration between local
physicians and military physicians. Good referral system to tertiary
military hospital is also the important preparation. In addition, the
safety of the military health care team is also a very important thing
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to be discussed. Often, the military personnel become the attacking
point for the terrorist. Blasting nearby the area of the local hospital
can still be seen in the conflict area. How to perform the good health
care service and protect safety environment during working is still
the big concern for the military physician. Finally, it should be noted
that also working place is in the conflict area, some physicians can still
have a good job and present good humanistic piece of work. The world
famous physician and artist, Henry Tonks, is the good example [5-7].
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